Leamington and District Table Tennis Association

Annual report of the Executive Committee for the year 2006/07

2006/07 was the season Kelly Sibley became the No 1 England woman and the Association marked the occasion by inviting her to become a Life Member.

It was also the season when the league expanded to six 12 team divisions. The table below shows the number of  teams in Warwickshire's local leagues as registered with the ETTA in Autumn 2006. More teams registered after Christmas making the total for the second half of the season 69. Leamington is now  the largest league in the West Midlands and the 11th largest in England. A further encouraging trend is that divisions are generally getting stronger. Congratulations go to Flavels for their convincing win in a strong Division 1 ahead of St Georges. Rugby will play in Division 1 for the first time next season after a good win in Division 2 chased by Free Church B.

No of teams
2001/02
2002/03
2003/04
2004/05
2005/06
2006/07

Birmingham
81
70
64
61
59
58

Coventry
26
29
28
27
27
28

Leamington
50
50
52
53
64
65

Nuneaton
27
27
27
24
29
29

Stratford
16
12
12
12
13
11

The Treasurer will report in detail on the financial position but the good news is that the increase in teams means it will not be necessary to increase registration fees or the fee for using HQ Radford next year. The increase in teams does however place pressure on HQ Radford with the risk that it may not always be possible to give teams the match night they would prefer. 

The number of entries for the Leamington Championships in 2007 was similar to 2006. A new name, Paul Savins, was engraved on the men's trophy.  Following a request at the last AGM a separate under 11 event for girls was introduced although it could not be played as only one U11 girl entered. This is disappointing as U11 and U13 events are open to those who are not yet playing in the league. The event will be advertised again next year to see if it attracts more entrants. Finals night attracted a reasonable audience although not as many as we would like. There was difficulty obtaining umpires this year because there was a national event in the area. We are particularly grateful to Carol Meredith, Eric Teale and Dot Macfarlane for acting as umpires.

Discussions have taken place between Warwickshire County Council and its Staff Club on the future of its building in Warwick. It seems likely that the staff club will become a conference centre. We do not yet know whether it will be available to us for finals night next year. No changes will take place before the end of September so the Secretaries meeting can be held there as planned on 13 September . 

A separate report will be submitted on representative matches but the highlights were championships for our men and juniors in the Midland League and our cadets in the Heart of England and the East Midland Leagues. Phil Paine deserves our thanks for organising our town teams not just this year but for the last thirty years plus, an outstanding achievement.

This year Warwickshire TTA established its own web site www.wtta.org.uk which, together with the county's mini size handbook introduced three years ago should help to keep members in touch with events at county level. Our thanks go to Don Pritchard and Malcolm Macfarlane for setting up the new web site.

Warwickshire TTA is changing its system of trials next season. The U18 trials will be unaffected but the U15, U13 and U11 trials will be renamed Talent Identification Day and will be open to any player in the age group regardless of their standard.

At the 2006 AGM it was suggested that many players appeared to be ignorant of the service law. We have therefore printed the law in the handbook.

We are pleased to report that the ETTA conferred a Maurice Goldstein Award on Caroline Williams for her work as Press Officer over the past 10 years. Unfortunately Caroline was  not able to carry out the functions of Press officer this year for health reasons and the Executive Committee is particularly grateful to Tom Brocklehurst who provided coverage of a very high standard. 

Entries to the handicap cups reduced this year. This was mainly because Free Church, who have previously entered their teams en bloc, left the matter to individual teams. In general handicap competitions are gradually becoming less popular. Warwickshire's Mackie Cup for example only attracts a small entry. It is our intention to continue the cup competitions as long as some teams want them. 

Attendance at the Diamond Jubilee Presentation Evening in 2006 was a disappointing 38 although the event was generally appreciated by those who attended. This year Sue Clarke carried out a consultation with members and as a result moved to a new venue St Patrick's Irish Club and held a sixties evening with a live band. As a result attendance increased to 68. Hiring a band does involve  the risk of a loss if insufficient tickets are sold. However after allowing for the raffle the event made a profit of over £100. Sue would welcome feedback on what members would like in 2008.

We have approved a plan to extend HQ Radford slightly to include a social area. This plan depends on obtaining grant funding so no definite date can be given for its implementation.

In the last two weeks the ITTF has withdrawn all existing approvals of glues effective immediately. This decision was taken for health reasons following the hospitalisation of a Japanese player. Further details are posted on the ITTF web site www.ittf.com and the Chairman will tell members about it and its implications for our Association at the AGM.

So that was our 2006/07 season; about 700 team matches, 5000 individual matches, 20,000 games and somewhere between a quarter and half a million points. We hope you enjoyed it. If you did registrations for 2007/08 close on 13 July, and the new season starts on 24 September. Enjoy a few weeks in the sun - but after that better get practising! 

Estyn Williams

General Secretary

June 2007

